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(A.S. 34.40.110) expressly recognizes the va-
lidity of a spendthrift clause for trusts estab-
lished on or after April 2, 1997, but does not
expressly authorize a spendthrift clause for
trusts established prior to this date.

All this uncertainty places the Trustees in a
difficult legal position under present law in de-
ciding whether to honor creditor levies against
beneficiary interests in a settlement issue.
Trustees are required as fiduciaries to protect
the beneficiaries’ rights, but are also required
to honor creditor actions if those are valid
under applicable law. At least one court case
is now pending before the United States Dis-
trict Court for Alaska to determine whether the
trustees of a settlement trust must honor a
levy by the State of Alaska with regard to var-
ious beneficiaries’ unpaid child support obliga-
tions.

By contrast, since 1971 section 7(h) of
ANCSA has clearly restricted most creditor ac-
tions as to Native corporation stock. Creditors
are prohibited from levies and other similar ac-
tions against Settlement Common Stock, ex-
cept to the extent that a court has authorized
creditor action with regard to unpaid child sup-
port. Thus, child support levies are valid
against Settlement Common Stock as long as
a court has previously authorized such ac-
tions.

The proposed provision removes the uncer-
tainty as to levies against the beneficial inter-
ests in a settlement trust by clarifying that
such levies and other creditor actions may
occur in the same circumstances that such
levies and actions could occur with regard to
the stock in a Native corporation. Not only
does this confirm the trust procedure to a pro-
cedure already known to the personnel within
Native corporations (who often provide the day
to day administration of the trusts), but it also
follows logically because the source of the set-
tlement trust assets was the Native corpora-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to the provisions
which are currently included in the legislation
| am introducing today which amends the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, it is my
understanding that several other provisions
are in the process of being drafted and/or ne-
gotiated with relevant parties. If those provi-
sions are ready to be considered at the time
of committee mark-up of this bill, then | antici-
pate that they would be offered for inclusion in
the bill at that time.

Again, | am introducing this bill today to fa-
cilitate its provisions circulated and reviewed
during the April recess by the Department of
the Interior, the State of Alaska and Alaska
Natives.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, Earth Day
serves to remind us all that environmental
issues know no political bounds and affect all
of the people, plants, and animals of the world
community. It is essential that the policies our
government enacts, and the personal activities
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we undertake reflect our profound concern for
safeguarding the Earth.

From combating global climate change to
protecting threatened species to providing
clean water, we have a duty to act locally and
globally to protect the environment for our
present and future generations.

Saving the planet may seem to be an insur-
mountable task, but in order for our children to
have a brighter future we must commit our-
selves to an environmental policy which seeks
to establish a clean, safe, and productive envi-
ronment.

The 106th Congress is working to preserve
and protect our Nation’s open spaces by rein-
vigorating the land and water conservation
fund. Designed to protect our nation’s natural
heritage, the land and water conservation fund
is a vital program which has saved thousands
of acres of forest, miles of river, and many of
America’s mountain ranges. In the face of pol-
lution and urban sprawl, the 106th Congress
has responded by looking to preserve our na-
tion’s greenways.

We must not forget that the air we breathe
is our most precious resource. Americans can
clearly see, smell and feel the difference that
pollution has made in their lives. As a strong
supporter of the Clean Air Act, | fully under-
stand the need for clean air standards. By en-
couraging innovation, cooperation, and the de-
velopment of new technologies for pollution re-
duction, these standards build upon the spirit
of ingenuity that is the foundation of America’s
leadership in the world.

As chairman of the International Relations
Committee, | understand the importance of
using our leadership in the United States to
assist other nations in developing and main-
taining successful environmental programs.

| personally have led efforts to protect
whales from commercial hunting and to pro-
tect African elephants from the deadly effect of
the international ivory trade. | have also been
in the forefront in bringing greater awareness
to the linkages between refugees, world hun-
ger and national security to environmental
degradation. Moreover, if we do not assist in
the survival of indigenous and tribal people,
their wealth of traditional knowledge and their
important habitats will no longer be available
for the rest of mankind.

Earth Day is a successful vehicle and incen-
tive for ongoing environmental education, ac-
tion and change. Earth Day activities address
worldwide environmental concerns and offer
opportunities for individuals and communities
to focus on their local environmental problems.

During the 106th Congress, | worked with
the New York State’s Governor Pataki and the
citizens of New York’s 20th Congressional
District to save thousands of acres of precious
lands, such as Sterling Forest, the Gaisman
Estate, and Clausland Mountain. | have re-
quested funding for the Hudson Valley Na-
tional Heritage Area, which would help pre-
serve the history, culture and traditions of this
beautiful region. | am also proud to note that
our 20th Congressional District of New York is
home to the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observ-
atory, one of the country’s leading climate
study institutions, which | have been pleased
to support.

Earth Day is a powerful catalyst for people
to make a difference toward a clean, healthy,
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prosperous future. We cannot continue with
the attitude that someone else will clean up
after us. We need to take care of our world
today. | cannot think of a better way and a
better day to commit to our environmental
concerns than Earth Day. | salute all who ob-
serve Earth Day in all ways large and small.

——————
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that Command Sergeant Major
George E. Cutbirth is retiring after 30 years of
exemplary service in the United States Army.
He has served his country with dignity, honor,
and integrity.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth is a na-
tive of Southwest Missouri. He graduated from
Hurley High School in 1969 and entered the
Army in April 1970. He attended Basic Train-
ing and Advanced Individual Training at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri. He has held posi-
tions of increasing responsibility during his ca-
reer, to include: Squad Leader; Repair Control
Supervisor; Platoon Sergeant; Drill Sergeant;
Senior Drill Sergeant; TAC Sergeant; Instruc-
tor; First Sergeant; and Battalion Command
Sergeant Major. He has also served as the
Commandant, Ordnance Noncommissioned
Officer Academy, Command Sergeant Major
Ordnance Center and School, Ordnance
Corps Regiment Sergeant Major and Com-
mand Sergeant Major Combined Arms Sup-
port Command. Currently, Command Sergeant
Major Cutbirth is serving as the Command
Sergeant Major for the United States Army
Materiel Command. He is the first ordnance
soldier to hold that position.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth has
served in a variety of overseas and stateside
assignments. They include tours in Okinawa,
Vietnam, Italy, Korea and the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany. He also served in Saudi Ara-
bia, Iraq and Kuwait during Operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm. Within the United
States, he has been assigned to: Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky; Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri,
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland; and Fort
Lee, Virginia.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth is a
graduate of the United States Army Sergeants
Major Academy, the 3rd Army Noncommis-
sioned Officer Academy, the Drill Sergeant
Academy, and numerous technical and func-
tional courses. He also earned an Associate of
Arts degree from Columbia College, Missouri,
and a Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Maryland.

Command Sergeant Major Cutbirth’s awards
and decorations include: the Legion of Merit
with two oak leaf clusters, the Bronze Star; the
Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf
clusters; the Army Commendation Medal; and
Army Achievement Medal; the Good Conduct
Medal (tenth award); the National Defense
Service Medal with Bronze Service Star; the
Vietnam Service Medal; the Southwest Asia
Service Medal; the Humanitarian Service
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